
Village Hall Updates 
 

James Hargreaves Community Hall 
 The Hall Committee is working hard to improve the events currently held in the hall and is keen to find enthusiastic and 

supportive new members. Over the past few months several events have been organised, not only to raise funds but more 

importantly to bring the community together. 

  Morcombelake Village Stonebarrow Picnic on Sunday 8th July was unfortunately cancelled due to the weather. 

 On Sunday 22nd July we held our annual Strawberry Tea at St Gabriel’s, Shedbush Lane. The sun finally shone and this 

event was a huge success. 

 Our A.G.M was held on Thursday 16th August and well attended. Some great suggestions to improve our hall further were 

raised and the committee is looking into implementing the ideas. 

 Ryall, Whitchurch & Morcombelake Flower Show August Bank Holiday Monday. Although the weather tried to spoil the 

event, it didn’t dampen our spirits and our stalls made £216 for hall funds. Many thanks to those who came along and 

supported us, especially those who donated for our bric a brac stall. 

 Harvest Supper on Friday 21st September. This popular event saw the Hall full of people enjoying wonderful food and 

great company. A raffle was also held on the night.  

 Halloween Music Night on Saturday 27th October at 7.00pm. Come and feast on “Bat” Bangers & “Monster” Mash (hotdogs 

also available) whilst listening to local folk/country band “No Country for Old Men.” A family evening with games and prizes 

for the Best Halloween Costumes! Tickets available from the Post Office 

 Quiz Night on Friday 23rd November at 7:00pm. Another popular event is scheduled for November. Why not come along 

and pit your wits against other local quiz teams. Fish & Chip Supper available on the night. 

 Would you be interested in a bi-monthly coffee morning, possibly a Tuesday morning? If you don’t get out very much 

but would enjoy meeting others in the community for coffee and cake, please contact Karen on 489191. We are happy to 

collect and return you to your home if getting to the hall is a problem.  
 

Whitchurch Village Hall 
Whitchurch Canonicorum Village Hall has been greatly used of late with a local wedding, Chideock Discussion Group Harvest 

Supper and Marshwood Vale YFC Harvest Supper as well as the Harvest Lunch with the Church; all very well supported. 
 

The AGM was on November 8th and future events planned are:  

 Christmas Shopping night Saturday November 24th with lots of stalls to buy presents and a mince pie and mulled wine; see 

the posters for the list of stallholders. 

 The Annual Christmas Carvery Dinner is on Saturday December 8th from 7pm with Two's Company playing the music, bar, 

raffle in aid of Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance; tickets from the Hall Committee. 

 Christmas Bingo is on Monday December 17th eyes down at 8pm. 

 The Annual Farmhouse Breakfast is on Sunday January 20th from 9am until 2.30pm. Come and enjoy a traditional hearty, 

farmhouse breakfast with all your friends. 

 A Bridge club has started and the Hall Committee are hoping to start a Gardening Club early in 2013, so all would-be 

gardeners will be most welcome; maybe we will visit a few professional local gardens next year. 

  The Hall Committee has tenders out for the Extension and hopes grants will be available to help with the costs. 
 

Wootton Village Hall 
 The charity cycle ride, which was postponed in July due to bad weather, took place on 8 August instead.  It was in aid of 

Prostate Cancer.   

 The harvest supper, which was held on October 6 with nearly 70 attendees, was enjoyed by everyone, and the food was 

delicious.     

 The Toddler Group has had a donation from the Shave Cross Marathon for the purchase of mats, and finances are healthier 

than previously.   

 A final decision has not yet been made on the type of tree to be chosen to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee; some further 

research needs to be done.   

 The new sound system is up and running.   

 The telephone kiosk, just outside the village hall has now been officially purchased from BT at a cost of £1, and two 

volunteers have come forward to help with painting and transforming it into a village library.   

 On Saturday, 1 December, there will be an evening of song and shanties to fund raise for the gig, Tempest, based at Lyme 

Regis.   

 There are two dates for Arts Reach performances in January and March. 
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Update on 
Affordable 
Housing 

 
 

At the Char Valley 

Parish Council 

meeting on Monday 

10th September 2012, 

Peter Friend of Hastoe 

Housing Association 

gave a brief history of 

his involvement 

regarding 

Whitchurch 

Canonicorum 

Affordable Housing. 

He explained that 

whilst the WDDC 

Developmental 

Control Committee 

approved the 

application on the 

16th August 2012, the 

Section 106 

agreement is 

currently with the 

solicitors. Once 

agreed, the 

application will 

receive Planning 

Approval. Hastoe’s 

next stage is to 

finalise the purchase 

and the development 

will then be put out to 

tender. Hastoe aim to 

let the contract in 

January 2013 and 

building will then 

commence. 

 
 

 

Getting Down and Dirty — 

The Char Challenge 

The River Char.  Some of us know it because 

we have land adjoining it, some of us know it 

because of its recreational value and we are 

familiar with the various foot paths that 

follow its course, some of us just know it’s 

there and most of us probably don’t give it a 

second thought until it floods!  After all, it’s 

not a very big river.  The OS map shows it as a 

tiny thread, barely visible at the point it rises 

somewhere between Pilsdon Pen and Lewesdon 

Hill.  It isn’t even a very long river; fed by 

various springs and streams it winds through 

the Vale until it reaches Whitchurch 

Canonicorum where it widens and begins its 

journey to Charmouth and the sea.   How 

important can it be? Well, it gives the Parish 

its name, for a start! 

Sadly, the river is not in the best of health 

and has been ailing for a number of years.  

Ongoing investigations by the Environment 

Agency and the Dorset Wildlife Trust reveal a 

mixed picture and in response to concerns 

expressed by a number of residents, Nick 

Gray from the Dorset Wildlife Trust and 

Julian Wardlaw, Environment Management 

Team Leader from the Environment Agency 

were invited to talk at the September meeting 

of the Char Valley Parish Council about recent 

work and future plans.  Both organisations 

work closely with farmers and landowners to 

advise on schemes to minimize pollution and 

the EA especially is involved in ongoing work,  

regular monitoring and responding to one-

off pollution problems whilst developing 

strategies that it is hoped will see the 

health of the river improve significantly by 

2015. 

Mr Wardlaw revealed that the Environment 

Agency’s tests (which have been carried out 

over a number of years, at various locations 

and will continue) indicate that the river 

fails against a number of standard criteria.  

Fish and invertebrate levels are low; 

phosphate levels are high.  These are 

indicators of a sick river.  It was explained 

that there are a number of reasons for this, 

some of which we have no control over but 

others we can influence.   

The shingle bank at the mouth of the Char 

at Charmouth is now no longer routinely 

cleared by the Environment Agency due to 

financial constraints and this is thought to 

contribute to the low numbers of certain 

fish species because adult fish are 

prevented from swimming upstream from 

the sea to spawn.   

Then there is the basic problem of Jurassic 

Coast geology: the heavy, impermeable soil 

here exacerbates the problems for farmers 

of agricultural run off.  Similarly, the run 

off from domestic septic tanks, which 

should be filtered through the soil and 

further neutralized, can pass directly into  

this issue 
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acknowledged that whilst this is a positive 

result, there are still significant problems.  He 

also talked about the various initiatives DWT 

and the EA are working on with local farmers to 

reduce agricultural pollution and it is hoped that 

more farmers might be encouraged to cover 

yards and so protect watercourses from this 

type of run-off.   

Other proposals include fencing off stretches 

of the river bank and forcing livestock to access 

the river at specified points only, and he 

explained how allowing vegetation to grow up 

along the banks can help prevent run-off flowing 

directly into the river. 

It was an interesting talk and it became clear 

that although the Char is pretty poorly its 

condition is not, as yet, terminal!  There are 

reports of otters, kingfishers and a duck or two 

but these are thought to be occasional visitors 

rather than residents.  But when the air is full 

of dancing mayflies, iridescent damsels and 

dragonflies we should remind ourselves that the 

Char has the potential to be a much richer and 

more diverse eco-system where otters and 

kingfishers have more than just walk on parts!  

There are opportunities to revive the river and 

as a community, with help and advice from 

organisations such as the Environment Agency 

and Dorset Wildlife Trust, farmers and 

householders can work together to make the 

Char a river to be proud of. 

www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Tel. 03708 506506 

mail@dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk 

Tel. 01305 264620 

waterways.  Recent EA tests of water in the 

streams that run through Whitchurch 

Canonicorum revealed high levels of certain 

pollutants associated with raw sewage.  Mr 

Wardlaw confirmed that the current domestic 

drainage system contributes significantly to the 

pollution of the river particularly around and 

down stream from the village.  A mains sewage 

system would greatly improve matters.  

It also became clear that few of us know how to 

maintain our tanks correctly and Mr Wardlaw 

confirmed that septic tanks should be emptied 

annually.   It is easy enough to assume that 

because there are no obvious problems - no nasty 

smells and the loo’s not backing up - then all is 

well.  Not so: most of us will never bother to 

think about our effluent until someone from the 

Environment Agency comes to call.   

Mr Wardlaw explained that the Environment 

Agency investigates all reported incidents and 

definitely prefers the carrot to the stick, but 

there are stiff penalties for allowing pollutants 

to enter waterways including fines and possible 

prosecution.  He added that he is happy to answer 

questions and offer advice personally but 

suggested that the EA’s website provides a great 

deal of useful information. 

(The contact details are given at the end of this 

article.) 

 Nick Gray spoke about the DWT’s work locally 

and told us of the results of recent kick tests in 

the Char.  A kick test, he explained to the 

uninitiated, is exactly that: you stand in a muddy 

bit of the river and kick up the mud and see who, 

or what, you have stirred up.  These revealed an 

adequate incidence of some invertebrates but he  

 

Footpaths at Lyme 

Regis, Charmouth, 

Stanton St Gabriel 

and Chideock— 

Permanent Traffic 

regulation Order 

 

 

Dorset County Council’s 

‘ROADS AND RIGHTS OF 

WAY COMMITTEE’ met 

on 8th October 2012 and 

approved a proposal to 

make a permanent traffic 

regulation order in 

respect of parts of 

footpaths at Lyme 

Regis, Charmouth, 

Stanton St Gabriel and 

Chideock.  

The approval has to go 

before the Cabinet on 7th 

November  for final 

resolution.  

Further information can 

be obtained from Mrs 
Jane Cheeseman, Rights 

of Way Technical 

Officer, on 01305 221560 

In the Char Valley area since the last issue in July, 

there have been three crimes, two of which were 

cases of domestic violence and one was a theft of a 

garden ornament. There have been no reports of anti

-social behaviour in the area. 

Following a successful operation at the start of the 

year, which resulted in a local man being given a 14 

month prison sentence for possessing £14,000 worth 

of stolen goods, local officers have been once again 

targeting local criminals to target their criminal acts 

and disrupt their activities particularly around scrap 

metal and stolen goods. A BBC camera crew has 

spent part of the week filming officers as they go 

about their work. Keep an eye on the local press in 

the coming weeks for the results of this operation. 

As we come towards the winter months, historically 

this unfortunately has seen an increase in burglaries 

to houses and sheds or outbuildings. Darker evenings 

and inclement weather give criminals a chance to 

move around with less chance of being spotted. 

Please don’t make yourself an easy target: make sure 

your garages, sheds and homes are locked and 

secure. Of the 25 burglaries that have been 

reported in 2012, in 40% of them the offenders 

have walked through an open door into the garage, 

shed or house. Ensure your property is secure and 

fit alarms to your outbuildings, which will alert you 

should anyone enter them. 

The 15th of November is the day when the people of 

Dorset go to the polling stations to elect the first 

Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC). Similar votes 

will be held all over the country, with the exception 

of London. Information on the candidates is available 

from www.choosemypcc.org.uk or by telephoning 

0800 1070708. This will be your opportunity to 

choose a PCC who will hold the post for four years. 

They will make decisions on how the Policing budget 

is spent and set the priorities that the Police will 

concentrate on in your area. 

You can now follow us on Twitter @LymeRegisSNT 

and Facebook, www.facebook.com/Lyme.SNT, where 

you can keep up to date with what is going on in your 

area. Of course, you can still call us on 101 or email 

lymeregissnt@dorset.pnn.police.uk.   

 
After 25 years in Milton Keynes, where I worked as a new town planner, 

Bo and I moved to Morcombelake in 2003. 

In 1993  I became a volunteer advisor for Citizens Advice and I now 

spend one day a week in the Bridport bureau. 

I have always been interested in natural history, particularly wild 

flowers, and have carried out surveys of some road verges in 

Whitchurch as a volunteer for the Dorset Wildlife Trust. 

I very much enjoy living in this beautiful part of the country and hope 

to make myself useful as a Parish Councillor. 

Report from PCSO  
Luke White   

CHAR VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

www.charvalleypc.co.uk 

 

MEETING DATES FOR 2013 

 DATE  VENUE      TIME 

 14th January  Whitchurch Canonicorum Village Hall   7.30pm 

 11th February James Hargreaves Community Hall,   7.30pm 

  Morcombelake       

 11th March Wootton Fitzpaine Village Hall     7.30pm 

 8th April  Whitchurch Canonicorum Village Hall    7.30pm 

 13th May James Hargreaves Community Hall,   7.30pm 

  Morcombelake (Annual Parish Council Meeting) 

 10th June Wootton Fitzpaine Village Hall     7.30pm  

 15th July  Whitchurch Canonicorum Village Hall    7.30pm 

 August  No Meeting     - 

 9th September James Hargreaves Community Hall,   7.30pm 

  Morcombelake  

 14th October   Wootton Fitzpaine Village Hall     7.30pm 

 18th November Whitchurch Canonicorum Village Hall  7.30pm 

 December No Meeting     - 

* All Meetings take place on a Monday Evening at 7.30pm 

* Parish Meetings to be discussed / arranged January / February  

* All Planning & Finance Meetings to be arranged as and when necessary  

 

********************************************************************* 

Members of the public and press are cordially invited to attend all meetings of 

the Char Valley Parish Councils or its Committees. 

********************************************************************* 

Welcome to our new  

Parish Councillor, 

Clare Mahaddie   
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